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curate; dignities which, with various mutations and improvements, he
subsequently held in several successive villages of the same district.
Daniel, from the first, was a thing of inconsistencies; his life proceeded
as if "by fits and starts. At school, for a while, he lay dormant: at the
age of seven he could not read, and had acquired the reputation of a
perfect dunce. But "all at once,77 says his biographer, "the rind
which enclosed his spirit started asunder 5" and Daniel became the
prodigy of the school! His good father determined to make a learned
man of him: he sent him at the age of fourteen to the Nordlingeu
Lyceum, and two years afterwards to a similar establishment at
Niimberg. Here Schubart began to nourish with all his natural luxu-
riance ; read classical and domestic poets; spouted, speculated; wrote
flowing songs j discovered " a decided turn for music," and even com-
posed tunes for the harpsichord ! In short, he became an acknowledged
genius: and bis parents consented that he should go to Jena, and per-
form Ms cursus of Theology.

Schubart7s purposes were not at all like the decrees of Fate : he set
out towards Jena; and on arriving at Erlangen, resolved to proceed no
farther, -but perform his cursus where he was. For a time he studied
well; but afterwards u tumultuously," that is, in violent fits, alternating
with fits as violent of idleness and debauchery. He became a Bursche
of the first water; drank and declaimed, rioted and ran in debt; till his
parents, unable any longer to support such expenses, were glad to seize
the first opening in his cwrsus, and recall him. He returned to them with
a mind fevered by intemperance, and a constitution permanently injured;
Ms heart burning with regret, and vanity, and love of pleasure; his head
without habits of activity or principles of judgment, a whirlpool where
fantasies and hallucinations and '* fragments of science" were chaoti-                   |

cally jumbled to and fro. But he could babble college-latin; and talk
with a trenchant tone about the " revolutions of Philosophy." Such
accomplishments procured him pardon from his parents : the precento-
rial spirit of his father was more than reconciled on discovering that
Daniel could also preach and play upon the organ. The good old
people still loved their prodigal, and would not cease to hope in him.

As a preacher Schubart was at first very popular; he imitated
Cramer; but at the same time manifested first-rate pulpit talents of his
own. These, however, he entirely neglected to improve: presuming
on Ms gifts and their acceptance, he began to " play such fantastic
tricks before high Heaven," as made his audience sink to yawning, or
explode in downright laughter. He often preached extempore; once
he preached in verse ! His love of company and ease diverted Mm from
study: Ms musical propensities diverted Mm still farther. He had